Dactylic Hexameter
	Originally used for Greek epic poetry and later adapted into Latin, dactylic hexameter bestows grandeur and gravitas on a poem. Each verse contains six feet, each of which can be either a dactyl or a spondee, but the line as a whole must obey the following rules:
· The fifth foot is normally (but not always) a dactyl;
· The sixth foot only has two syllables, with the second being either long or short.
The general pattern is shown below:
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Practice: Vergil’s Eclogue 4
Scan and translate the following lines.

	ille deum vitam accipiet divisque videbit               
permixtos heroas et ipse videbitur illis
pacatumque reget patriis virtutibus orbem.
ipsae lacte domum referent distenta capellae
ubera nec magnos metuent armenta leones;
ipsa tibi blandos fundent cunabula flores.

	deum = deōrum
divus, -a, -um - divine
permixtus, -a, -um – mixed with
heroās – heroes, m. pl. acc.
pacatus, -a, -um – pacified
patrius, -a, -um – ancestral
orbis, orbis, m. – world
lac, lactis, m. – milk
referent – will carry back
distentus, -a, -um – swollen
capella, -ae, f. – she-goat
uber, uberis, n. – udder
metuō (3) – to be afraid of
armentum, -ī, n. – herd
leo, leonis, m. – lion
blandus, -a, -um – pleasing
fundō (3)– to pour forth, produce
cunabula, -ōrum, n. – cradle
flos, floris, m. - flower
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