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BE 5103 Old Testament History II and Poetry

SYLLABUS

I.   COURSE DESCRIPTION
An exposition of the historical books (1 Samuel through Esther), and Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon with emphasis on the biblical theology of these books, their genre, and application. Prerequisite or Corequisite: BE5101 Bible Study Methods and Hermeneutics. Recommended Prerequisite: BE5102 Old Testament History I. (2 hours).  

II.  COURSE OBJECTIVES
As a result of personal study, class lectures and discussion the student should achieve the following results: 

Cognitive Objectives

1.
State the general theme and purpose for each of the books, as well as their historical occasions and contexts.

2.
Discuss the argument for each of the books and be able to trace the development of thought throughout the book.  

3.
Identify each book by distinctive motifs and theology. 

4.
Students should become more proficient in applying Bible study methods and 

      hermeneutical principles to the text of the Old Testament.
5.
Identify and explain the major issues, problem passages and significant contributions of each book.

6.
In the case of the poetic books, know the structure of Hebrew poetry and the unique character of these books.
7.
Apply the message of each book to one’s own life and to ministry in the contemporary church and world.
8.
Map out the OT chronology by producing a working chart for future use.
Affective Objectives

1.
Experience growing confidence in interpreting and applying the books of the Bible in accord with their nature and purpose.

2.
Appreciate the Word of God and the God of the Word well enough to serve the Lord out of heartfelt love for Him.
3.
Experience a growing desire to know the Lord Jesus better and relate to Him as guided by these books, worshipping the Father in the person of Jesus Christ His Son.

4.
Apply the passages studied well enough to experience personal spiritual growth.
III.  COURSE TEXTBOOKS

Required 

The Holy Bible.  It is recommended that you purchase or use a good Study Bible. Suggestions: NASB Study Bible; NIV Study Bible; ESV Study Bible; NKJ Study Bible. (Read each book at least once and review before class). You may read the books before the class begins, but it must be within a month of the course. 
Rasmussen, Karl G. The Zondervan Atlas of the Bible. Rev. ed. Zondervan, 2010)
Merrill, Eugene H. A Kingdom of Priests. 2nd ed. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 2008.

Suggested

Kaiser, Walter C., and Paul D. Wegner.  A History of Israel: From the Bronze Age through the Jewish Years. Rev. ed. Nashville: B&H Academic, 2016. 
Walvoord, J. F. and Roy B. Zuck, Ed., The Bible Knowledge Commentary: Old Testament. Wheaton: Victor Books, 1985. 

Zuck, Roy B. Editor. A Biblical Theology of the Old Testament. Chicago: Moody Press, 1991. 
IV.  COURSE REQUIREMENTS.

A. Reading.

1. Biblical Text.  Students are required to read the Old Testament books of 1 Samuel through Song of Solomon: (excluding the Psalms) during the current semester as scheduled.  Reading may be done in any of following translations, NIV, NASBu, NKJV, ESV, HCB, or KJV.  Students should devote blocks of time to focused, thoughtful Bible reading. Also, please review the required text before class. 
2. Textbooks:
An English Study Bible either an NASB Study Bible; NIV Study Bible; NKJV Study Bible, Holman Christian Study Bible, or the ESV Study Bible. You will also be expected to research and read journal articles and commentaries for your research paper. 

3. Instructor’s notes.

The instructor’s notes will be posted on the website and need to be downloaded to your computer and/or printed out and brought to class. You will need to check the DTS class website to download the latest edited lecture notes for each class. Notes will be posted right before class. 
B. Chart
Please submit on-line or a hard copy but make sure it is easy to read. 
ASSIGNMENT: A Chart Regarding Biblical Chronology

One of the competencies that the Bible Exposition Department wants each student to master is the ability to place significant Old Testament events within a historical ancient Near Eastern context and to understand the significance of chronology for biblical exposition.  This competency will require the student to be familiar with the relevant biblical (e.g., 1 Kgs. 6:1) and extra-biblical (e.g., Eponym lists of Assyria) data commonly used for establishing a biblical chronology and how such data are utilized.  The student will also be aware of major chronological problems and alternative dating systems.  The following events and dates are considered to be essential for the student to know.  It should be noted that a given professor within the Bible Exposition Department may ask the student to do more than the minimal requirements.  We allow a 2-year variance from these generally accepted dates.  Here are the individuals and events that you need to date:  
OT Chronological History Instructions
1. In order to be able to understand the “big picture” for the historic and poetic books as well as the ministry of the prophets, each student will create his/her own chronological chart beginning with Abraham to the close of the Old Testament period.

2. Original: Your chart must be original work. Don’t just copy an existing chart. However, you may make use of other charts for details. (Remember: that the process of making the chart is just as important as the product). Apply your creativity. The student must be able to give the source(s) of important dates and how he/she arrived at them by either citing their sources in an annotated bibliography or by submitting a descriptive paragraph of major events and dates with proper citations in footnotes. 
3. Size: Your chart needs to be sufficiently large in order to be seen in a classroom setting. Therefore, it should be at least an 8 ½ by 11 or from 2 to four pages of this size paper. Poster paper would be more appropriate than light-weight paper if you turn in a hard copy. You may use more than one sheet if necessary.

4. You may use color to enhance your chart.

5. Required data (More Can Be Added):

a. Abraham’s birth and life (major events).

b. The Exodus

c. The 18th dynasty of Egypt

d. The beginning of the conquest

e. Samson’s judgeship approximate

f. Jephthah’s Judgeship approximate

g. Birth and ministry of Samuel’s judgeship. No specific dates are necessary. Just indicate approximately when he was born and ministered relative to other events in your chart. 

h. Dates for the 3 kings of the united kingdom (Saul, David, Solomon) and indicate whether the Bible describes them as a “good” or “bad” king. 

i. The building of Solomon’s Temple and biblical reference.
j. The divided monarchy: date and kings.

k. Dates of the reigns of all the kings of Israel (20) and Judah (20) and indicate whether the Bible describes them as a “good” or “bad” kings. 

l. Approximate dates of the ministries of Elijah and Elisha. 
m. Black Obelisk of Shalmanasser III

n. Jehu’s accession date. Also, note how this is associated with the Assyrian eclipse (June 15, 763 B.C.), also known as the Bur-Sagale (Bur-Saggile, Pur-Sagale or Par-Sagale) eclipse. It was recorded in Assyrian eponym lists, most likely in the 9th year of king Ashur-dan III. The actual short entry reads as follows: Bur-Sagale of Guzana, revolt in the city of Assur. In the month Simanu an eclipse of the sun took place.
o. Dates of the ministries of each of the writing prophets.

p. Date of the split of the united kingdom into Israel and Judah. 

q. Date of the fall of the northern kingdom of Israel and the Assyrian kings involved:  Shalmaneser V, Sargon II. 

r. Book of the Law, date recovered during temple repairs.

s. Dates of the three attacks on Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, which resulted in 3 exiles – know these.

t. Date of the fall of Jerusalem and destruction of the Temple.
u. Date Zerubabbel’s Temple was completed.
v. Note approximately when (within 50 years) the empires of Assyria, Babylon, and Persia were the world powers in the Ancient Near East. 

w. Egypt was fairly strong through the biblical period. She was defeated at the Battle of Carchemish. Date this event. 
x. Assyria rose in power with Tiglath-pileser III. When did Nineveh fall? 

y. Babylon rose to power with the defeat of Assyria and Egypt at the Battle of Carchemish and when it fell. She was strong throughout that period.  When Persia defeated Babylon. 

z. The year of the fall of Assyria. Either the Fall of Nineveh or the Battle of Carchemish (this is the better one)

aa. The year of the fall of Babylon

ab. The three returns from exile

ac. The year King Ahasuerus (aka Xerxes) fights at Thermopylae

ad. The year Nehemiah rebuilds the city wall. 

ae. The 70 year exile

af. The year Alexander the Great defeats the Persian empire

ag. The Desecration of the Temple by Antiochus Epiphany IV

A. Written Assignments

Chose only One Research Topic from the options below: either from the Kingdom of God options or the Wisdom Literature options.

 The following are guidelines. Each paper should contribute something to the discussion and lectures in class. Feel free to cover any part of the questions below. 

All papers must be submitted in proper form (i.e. Turabian) using a normal Times New Roman size 12 font, double-spaced. The student handbook states “Course papers must conform as nearly as possible to thesis style as presented in the latest edition of A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations by Kate L. Turabian and to any additional instructions authorized by the faculty.” Please obtain the DTS Supplement to Turabian from the DTS library website for specific instructions that apply to papers done here at DTS. 

All papers must have at least six (6) valid sources in an attached bibliography. These six sources should be used extensively. Your instructor’s notes should also be cited if used, but they do not count as one of your six sources. Also, Study Bible notes do not count as one of your six sources. You should include at least two journal articles out of these six sources. When you cite a book or article make sure you imply why you are citing it in your paper, don’t just cite the source. Also, summarize the author’s point of view or argument on the subject matter. This may be done in the paper or the footnotes. 
For a research-type paper, state the problem or thesis clearly in your introduction by including a one sentence thesis statement that depicts the direction of the paper. Be sure to defend any position you take by validating it with evidence from the Scripture and your research. Write a good, brief conclusion and restate how you proved your thesis. Always note the sources you use, not just those from whom you quote. Although content will be viewed as the primary component, clarity, neatness, accuracy, and spelling will affect the grade. Your paper should be 10-12 pages in length. You must use sentence subheadings that follow the outline of your paper. Follow Turabian formatting and citation style exactly. 
Write a research paper on the biblical theology of the Kingdom of God in the historical books. Answer some of these questions as presented in the lectures and according to your own conclusions and research. Use these questions as a guideline for your research paper. You do not have to answer all of them in your research paper and can adapt it according to your research. Do not forget to write a thesis statement. 
Kingdom of God option:

a. Present the biblical theology of the kingdom of God in Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles. 

b. What is the significance of the Davidic Covenant in the books of Samuel and Chronicles?

c. Why is David considered a model king in light of his weaknesses and what does it mean that David was a man after God’s own heart?
d. How does David become a federal head representing Israel in Samuel? 

e. How do the Messianic prophecies in Samuel contribute to the kingdom of God?

f. What is the significance of the lamp of David not going out in Samuel – Chronicles? 

g. Compare and contrast Exodus 32–34 with 1 Kings 19. Why is this event significant? 

h. Why is the temple so significant in Chronicles as compared with Kings? 

i. How do the Elijah/Elisha narrative cycles add to the kingdom theme? 

j. What do the endings of Kings versus Chronicles reveal about the readers and the purpose of the book?
k. Why does the book of Kings emphasize the good and the bad kings in Israel and Judah? 

l. How does God’s providence preserve the Jews in Esther, Ezra, and Nehemiah and move them back toward the kingdom of God. 

m. Why is the chronology of the book of Ezra out of order and how does that contribute to the purpose of the book? 

n. How is hesed (lovingkindness) a key theological term in Samuel, Kings, Ezra and Nehemiah? 

Write a paper on one aspect of wisdom in the Poetical books (wisdom literature). Below are some possible topics and suggestions.
Wisdom Literature option:

a. What is the fear of the Lord? Develop a biblical theology of the term in the wisdom literature. 

b. Compare and contrast the wise man and the fool, and the righteous and the wicked in Proverbs. What literary tools do the authors of Proverbs use to emphasize their message?  What are the major divisions in Proverbs and how are they arranged? 

c. What is the purpose of the book of Job? Why does he demand a trial with God? Does Job ever sin? What is the point of view of the book? Is the book about suffering? Whose point of view do the three friends represent? 
d. What is the point of view of Ecclesiastes? How does this help one to interpret the book? If there is no life after this one, then is this life useless? 
e. What is the point of view of the Song of Solomon? How does this help one to interpret the book more clearly? How does the author use poetics to create this literary masterpiece? How can we learn about love, marriage, and relationships through this book?  What is the major theme of the book? 
f. Why does King Solomon fail so miserably, yet he is the wisest man in all the world? How could he write proverbs, and yet not follow his own advice? 
D.
Exam. This exam will be available on-line (PC computer or Mac okay) up to Thursday afternoon of finals week for all classes. No exceptions will be made. Instructions for logging on etc. will be emailed to each student and reviewed in class. It will be an objective-type exam (mostly multiple choice questions), which will focus on Biblical facts (people, places, events, ideas, dates, etc.). It will not focus on interpretation or application. This exam is a “closed-book” exam (including no Bibles!). The study guide for this exam is included at the end of this syllabus.

The final exam date for graduating students will be announced, and the week of finals for regular students.  The exam will be available online (PC window-based computer or Mac okay).  Instructions for accessing the exam will be emailed to each student the week before these dates.  The exam will be an objective-type exam which will focus on Biblical facts (people, places, events, dates, etc.)  It will not focus on interpretation or application.  Study guides are available for each exam in class included in the syllabus.
Please note that failure to take the exam in the timeframe given will result in a grade of zero.  However, in the event of emergencies, DTS allows for extensions.  Please refer to the student handbook on “Extension Procedures,” to file a petition for extension with the Credits Committee.  The petition MUST be filed before the end of the semester. 

V.  GRADING AND COURSE POLICIES

A. Letter/Numerical Grade Scale
	A+
99-100
	B+
91-93
	C+
83-85
	D+
75-77
	F
0-69

	A
96-98
	B
88-90
	C
80-82
	D
72-74
	

	A-
94-95
	B-
86-87
	C-
78-79
	D-
70-71
	


B. Weight Given to Course Requirements for Grading: Contracted Grade
The final grade will be figured on the following basis, the written assignments counting 70% of your grade, the reading 20%, and the exam counting 10%.

Students who wish to attempt an A for the course will submit two of the assignments listed above (chart and research paper), the reading, and the exam, with a combined average of A.

Students who wish to attempt a B for the course will submit one of the research papers listed above (not the chart), the reading, and the exam, with a combined average of B or better.

Students who wish to attempt a C for the course will submit the chronology chart listed above (not the research paper) (AND include a two page summary of the significance of the historical events in the chronology with footnotes), the reading, and the exam with a combined average of B or better.

Reading Assignments
20%

Written Assignment #1
35%

Written Assignment #2
35%

Literacy Exam 
10%

C. Class Participation
Participation in class discussions is not a requirement for this course, but please participate as much as possible.  Students’ questions and comments contribute significantly to the value of the course.

The professor expects the student to take notes, write down comments, and read the notes given in class.

D. Late Assignments

One percentage point will be deducted per day for late assignments unless an extension was  previously communicated in class. 
E. Absences

The attendance policy of the seminary, published in the student handbook will be followed in this course. Each absence beyond the four given in the handbook will be penalized 4% on your final grade.
F.  Use of Electronic Equipment and Distractions in Class

It has come to the attention of the Seminary that students often answer and write emails, use Facebook, Blog, Twitter, leave class to answer phone calls, and do other class work instead of concentrating on the lectures. Please show respect and honor to the other students, the professor, and to our Lord by not getting distracted by inappropriate use of technology.  Please note that other students can often see when a student is distracted and browsing on the Internet which leads others into the same temptation. 
VI.  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

DTS does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the operation of any of its programs and activities. To avoid discrimination the student is responsible for informing the Coordinator of Services for Students with Disabilities and the course instructor of any disabling condition that will require modifications.
VII. COURSE & ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE 

	Session
	Date
	Topic and Reading Schedule
	Assignments Due

	1
	
	Introduction; 1 Samuel
	

	2
	
	1 Samuel
	

	3
	
	2 Samuel
	

	4
	
	1 Kings
	

	5
	
	2 Kings; 1–2 Chronicles
	

	6
	
	Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther
	

	7
	
	Job
	

	8
	
	Proverbs
	

	9
	
	Ecclesiastes
	

	10
	
	Song of Solomon
	Reading Report Due TBD

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Choose either the first or second paper on the historical books or the wisdom literature. 
	Chronology Chart Due 2 weeks before class ends & Research Paper Due 2 weeks after class ends TBD

	
	
	Finals Week until Thursday afternoon
	BE Exam must be taken before Thursday afternoon


Final Exam will be given over the Internet DURING FINALS WEEK. Instructions and days will be announced via email. IF YOU ARE GRADUATING THE DATE FOR YOUR FINAL WILL BE ANNOUNCED AT THE PROPER TIME.
Study Guide

BIBLICAL LITERACY AREAS (BE5103)

1.  People

Hannah, Eli, Hophni, Phinehas, Samuel, Saul, Jonathan, David, Goliath, Nabal, Abigail, Joab, Abner, Mephibosheth, Bathsheba, Uriah the Hittite, Nathan, Absalom, Adonijah, Amnon, Shimei, Solomon, Queen of Sheba, Southern Kings (Rehoboam, Asa, Jehoshaphat, Joash, Uzziah/Azariah, Ahaz, Hezekiah, Manasseh, Josiah, Jehoiachin), Northern Kings (Jeroboam I, Ahab, Jehu, Jeroboam II), Jezebel, Athaliah, Elijah, Naboth, Elisha, Ben-Hadad, Micaiah, Pharaoh Necho, Sennacherib, Nebuchadnezzar, Zerubbabel, Ezra, Nehemiah, Sanballat, Tobiah, Esther, Mordecai, Haman, Xerxes/Ahasuerus, Job, Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar, Elihu

2.  Places/Nations

Philistia, Aphek, Ramah, Gilgal, Mount Gilboa, Jerusalem, Samaria, Bethel, Dan, Mount Carmel, Jezreel, Syria (Damascus), Egypt, Assyria (Nineveh), Babylon

3.  Events/Ideas

Philistine wars under Saul/David, Journeys of the Ark: Shiloh to Jerusalem, Davidic Covenant, Building of the first Temple, Split of the Kingdom, Elijah’s confrontation with Baal, Elijah’s pilgrimage to Sinai, Sennacherib’s invasion of Judah, Reforms of Hezekiah and Josiah, Captivity of the Northern Kingdom, Destruction of Jerusalem/Temple, Exiles of the Southern Kingdom, Methodology of the Chronicler, Cyrus’ decree, Return under Zerubbabel, Rebuilding under Ezra, Rebuilding under Nehemiah, Feast of Purim, Message of Job, Message of Ecclesiastes, Message of Song of Songs, Interpretations of Song of Songs

4.  Dates (all dates B.C.)

1051-1011 (Saul’s reign), 1011-971 (David’s reign), 971-931 (Solomon’s reign), 966 (1 Kings 6:1 and date of Exodus), 931 (split of Kingdom), 722 (Assyria takes Northern Kingdom), 701 (Sennacherib’s invasion of the Southern Kingdom), Three exiles of the Southern Kingdom (605, 597, 586), Three returns (537, 457, 444)
Bible Exposition Papers—A grading system by Dr. Stephen Bramer

	
	
	Excellent (94-100
	Good (89-93)
	Acceptable (78-85)
	Poor (70-77)
	Unacceptable (0-69)

	
	Content (85% of Grade)
	
	
	
	
	

	5%
	Introduction
	5
	4.65
	4.25
	3.85
	3.45

	
	Statement of Issue (thesis statement)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Preview
	
	
	
	
	

	10%
	Use of sources
	10
	9.3
	8.5
	7.7
	6.9

	
	Sufficient/Applicable Sources (at least 2 journal articles; study Bibles and web sites excluded). 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Appropriate Use and Interaction
	
	
	
	
	

	10%
	Logical Structure/Organization
	10
	9.3
	8.5
	7.7
	6.9

	
	Logical Structure/Organization
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Coherent Flow of Thought
	
	
	
	
	

	20%
	Coverage of Subject Matter
	20
	18.6
	17
	15.4
	13.8

	20%
	Exposition of Relevant Texts
	20
	18.6
	17
	15.4
	13.8

	15%
	Argumentation
	15
	13.95
	12.75
	11.55
	10.35

	
	Presentation and Defense of Student’s own position
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Awareness of Differing Opinions
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Clarity of Expression
	
	
	
	
	

	5%
	Conclusion/Summary (thesis restated)
	5
	4.65
	4.25
	3.85
	3.45

	
	Format (15% of Grade)
	
	
	
	
	

	5%
	Adherence to Turabian Style: any of these items missing will automatically reduce the paper grade by one letter grade)
	5
	4.65
	4.25
	3.85
	3.45

	
	Title Page
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Footnotes (not endnotes)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Page Numbering
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Quotations/Citations
	
	
	
	
	

	5%
	Spelling/Proofreading
	5
	4.65
	4.25
	3.85
	3.45

	5%
	Appropriate Use of English Grammar and Syntax
	5
	4.65
	4.25
	3.85
	3.45

	
	Total Score and Grade
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