ANTH/LING 464
[bookmark: _GoBack]Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities worksheet (refer to page numbers to find info, prepare to go over these in class)

1) Why has “nationalism proved an uncomfortable anomaly for Marxism”? (p. 3)
2)  Explain the “3 paradoxes of nationalism” (p. 5): 
1) objective modernity vs. subjective antiquity
2) universality vs. particularity of concrete manifestations
3) political power vs. philosophical poverty
3)  French quote (p. 6): “the essence of a nation is that all its individuals have something in common, and also that they have forgotten many things”  
What does that mean?  What have people forgotten?
4)  In what ways does Anderson argue that nationalism is like religion, or fills a similar role to religion? (p. 11-12)
5) What are the structural differences between religious communities, dynastic realms, and modern nations? (How is power and belonging distributed in space?) (pp. 7, 12ff, 19)
6)  What was the role of sexual politics in the dynastic realm, and how did that role differ from current conceptions of identity in national politics? (p. 19ff)
7) Apprehensions of time.  According to Anderson, how is time perceived before the age of nationalism?  What evidence does he use to support this? (p. 22-23)
How is time perceived in the age of nationalism?  How does it differ from what came before?  What evidence does he use to support this? (p. 24ff)
8) How does ‘imagined linkage’ work in newspapers? (consider calendric coincidence and the print market)  (p. 33ff)
9) Who was literate in times of dominance of religious communities and dynastic realms?   What was written language used for?  How did that change in the era of nationalism? (p.38ff)
10) How did capitalism and print create monoglot mass reading publics? (p.43)
How did print-language lay the basis for national consciousness? (p. 44)
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