Argumentative Research Paper
Write a paper arguing a currently controversial subject that won’t make my head explode. Anything in or
around the topics in our book is fine. Most topics are fine.
That said, I know enough about the following things (& I know how prevalent poor evidence is for them),
that I would recommend against writing on the topics of atheism, gun control, or abortion. Even if I
entirely agree with your position, I will probably hate your argument.
Use the logic handout. Use all the advice on writing in They Say, I Say. Use what you learn from analyzing
and discussing the readings in class. All of your assigned papers are designed to show me what you’ve
learned from the texts and in class. If they don’t demonstrate that (or if they demonstrate you’re not
learning much), they won’t pass.
My suggestions for a successful paper (not required, but if you don’t have a better idea, this should
work)…
1. Start with a hook: a quote, surprising statistic, moving anecdote or something similar and on
topic that grabs the reader’s attention. In the same paragraph or the next, provide some general
context, a thesis statement, and a plan of development (where you briefly outline your
argument).
2. In the body of the paper, make smaller assertions that support your larger assertion, and
provide evidence in the form of specific facts, statistics, expert opinion and examples from
reputable sources to support those assertions. Use reasoning/logic to help the reader connect
evidence to arguments. Consider beginning the body of the paper with some recent history on
the issue, and moving towards what you think should be done.
3. Use transitions to help the reader understand how one sub-argument connects to another and
how they all support the main argument.
4. Don’t forget to include one or more counterarguments: likely objections to your argument
which you will then do your best to argue against.
5. In your conclusion, if you must restate your thesis, try to vary the wording a bit, and also include
a call to action: something (not to painful, expensive or time consuming) your reader can do to
help.
At least five reputable sources, all used, and all in the Work’s Cited page.

