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RUTH, PSLAMS, JONAH, AND SELECTED EPISTLES

I.  COURSE DESCRIPTION 

An exposition of Ruth, Psalms, Jonah, and three of Paul's epistles (Romans, Ephesians, and Philippians) that are not taught in the other required Bible courses, with emphasis on the biblical theology of these books, their genre, and application. This course is required for M.A. students and is an elective for Th.M. students. Prerequisite or Corequisite: BE101 Bible Study Methods and Hermeneutics. Recommended Prerequisites: BE102 Old Testament History I and BE104 Old Testament Prophets. 3 hours (2 hour MABC) 

II. DIFFERING COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

This syllabus contains different course requirements based on the credit hours required for students’s degree programs and catalog year. These requirements reflect curricular changes to the MABC degree program beginning fall 2017. 

Students enrolled in the MABC degree program, under the 2017 catalog year, are exempt from certain assignments in accordance with taking this course for two (2) credit hours. The notation “MABC students taking this course for two (2) credit hours are exempt from . . .” has been added to the applicable books and assignments.

It is the responsibility of MABC students who plan to take this course for two (2) credit hours to ensure they are eligible by verifying their catalog requirements with the Advising Center (advising@dts.edu). The professor is not responsible for verifying this information.
 
More information can be found at: http://www.dts.edu/students/advising/degreeadvising/mabc2017
 
III. COURSE OBJECTIVES

A. Overall Objectives 

The objectives of this course are for the student to know the general contents of the Bible books studied, gain insight into the contents and selected problems in the books, develop the skill of tracing the argument of a book, and internalize spiritual principles from each book. 

	B. Specific Cognitive Objectives 

That you will be able to:
	

. . . so that you will develop your ability to: 



	1. Summarize message of each book studied

	SUMMARIZE A BOOK: Recognizing a book’s purpose and structure is a foundational component of its interpretation. 


	2. Articulate the development of each book’s message as developed through its major sections. 

	COVEY A BOOK’S ARGUMENT: The message of a book is communicated through the development of an author’s though-unity as seen in the construction of the book as a whole.

	3. Trace the development of various categories of psalms.

	KNOW YOUR PSALMS: The form of a psalm is uniquely chosen to communicate a particular message and theology.


	4. Interact with interpretive issues in these books and be able to discuss them critically.
	CONVEY THE WORD’S AUTHORITY: The successful interpreter must be able to deal with the many problem passages in these books. 



	C. Specific Affective and Skill Objectives 

That you will:
	


Justification: 


	1. Record how the argument of a Bible book is revealed through its content, and how it applies to its original audience.

	WALK YOUR WAY THROUGH A BOOK: The book conveys its message through an understanding of its argument. This understanding is necessary to present the book’s exposition. 

	2. Develop a system for recording facts about Bible characters, dates, events, and ideas.
	ORGANIZE YOUR WORK: An effective research system gives assurance that learning is taking place and also helps develop one’s own teaching methods.


	3. Acquire some of the spiritual qualities of commendable characters in these books.

	ACT LIKE A BELIEVER: We should learn from and emulate godly characters of faith. 

	4. Prepare to communicate the contents and principles of one or more of these books to others.

5. Appreciate a distinctly dispensational theology of these books.

	PREACH THE WORD: The ultimate goal of Dallas Seminary’s Department of Bible Exposition is to proclaim God’s word to others. 

APPRECIATE THE HERITAGE OF DTS: Dallas Seminary has a rich heritage in the dispensational tradition, and we should both understand and appreciate the tradition.



IV. COURSE TEXTBOOKS 

A. Required 

The Holy Bible

Allen, Ronald B. And I will Praise Him: A Guide to Worship in the Psalms Grand Rapids: Kregel, 1999. (MABC students taking this course for two [2] credit hours are exempt from reading this book.)

Pentecost, J. Dwight. The Joy of Living: A Study of Philippians Grand Rapids: Kregel, 1973. (MABC students taking this course for two [2] credit hours are exempt from reading this book.)


B. Suggested 

A supplemental bibliography will be provided.

V. COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

A. Reading Assignments 

Students must complete the assigned reading according to the course schedule. (MABC students taking this course for two [2] credit hours have reduced reading requirements.) You should report the percentage of reading completed on time in Canvas by the due date.

B. Attendance 

All Students, regardless of whether they are taking the course for two (2) or three (3) credit hours, must attend the course lectures. No more than four (4) inexcusable 75–minute class sessions may be missed without grade penalty. For each class session absence beyond four, two points will be deducted from the final course grade (on a scale of 100).
Each student will be asked to report his/her attendance on Canvas at the end of the course.

C. Written Assignments 

Papers must include a bibliography with at least four sources used in the production of the paper and follow, as nearly as possible, Turabian requirements. The due dates for each assignment can be found in the course schedule included in this syllabus.

Assignment #1: Compose Two Psalms (MABC students taking this course for two [2] credit hours are exempt from this assignment) 

Compose two original psalms, one a Psalm of Praise and one a Psalm of Lament. This assignment may be completed in written form or in musical form. Those who choose to compose music should include the text of their psalm. The appearance of your psalms should be similar to medium-length psalms in the Book of Psalms. The content of your psalms should be your own fresh, personal, genuine responses to God.  The assignment must be uploaded to Canvas by the due date found in the course schedule.

Assignment #2: Messianic Psalms. (MABC students taking this course for two [2] credit hours are exempt from reading this book.)

Write a paper 3-5 pages in length discussing the different types of messianic psalms found in the Psalter. For each type, provide an example which discusses the messianic theology of the psalm.

Assignment #3: Create a Synthetic Chart Tracing the Argument of Ephesians (All students must complete this assignment.)

One of the competencies that the Bible Exposition department wants you as the student to master is creating a synthetic chart. For this chart, each student is to trace the argument of the book of Ephesians in a visual rather than written format. At a minimum, the chart should include (1) a message statement for the book and (2) broad divisions in which each student explains how the section develops the message statement. The chart should be accompanied by a one page discussion in which the student briefly discusses the application of each of the major sections of the book.

Assignment #4: Student’s Choice (MABC students taking this course for two [2] credit hours are exempt from this assignment)

Choose one assignment from the options listed below.

1. Write a paper 3-5 pages in length explaining the significance of the genealogy found at the end of the Book of Ruth. Why is it there? What is its importance to the story?
2. Write a paper 3-5 pages in length explaining the central point of the Book of Jonah. What is its central message? Why was that message important for Israel to hear? Why is that message important for us to hear?

3. Write a paper 3-5 pages in length explaining the nature of the Church as described in Ephesians 2.

4. Write paper 3-5 pages in length discussing he importance of Romans 9–11 to the argument of the book as a whole. 

D. Final Exam 

All Students, regardless of whether they are taking the course for two (2) or three (3) credit hours, will take the final exam for this course. You will take it online during finals week. It will be an objective exam (mostly multiple-choice questions). It will focus on biblical facts (people, places, events, ideas, dates, etc.). Much of this material will not be covered in the course lectures. The exam will not focus on interpretation or application. Note: No helps of any kind (e.g., class notes or videos, Bibles, another person, internet, etc.) may be used for this exam. The use of such helps will result in an automatic zero (“0”) for the exam and other disciplinary action deemed appropriate by the professor.
 
Department Policy on Final Exams for Bible Exposition

Do not discuss this exam and its questions or any other BE exam with anyone who has already taken the exam. You WILL be asked to affirm that you have not done so when you take the exam. To discuss the exam with someone who has already taken it will result in a significant penalty.

VI. COURSE SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION 

A. Disability Accommodation Policy 

DTS does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the operation of any of its programs and activities. To avoid discrimination the student is responsible for informing the Coordinator of Services for Students with Disabilities and the course instructor of any disabling condition that will require modifications. 

D.    Presence of the Professor 

You can expect your professor to participate substantially in this course. Feel free to contact the professor at any time or set up an appointment during office hours as needed.

VII.   COURSE POLICIES 

A. Late Assignments
 
Life happens, and sometimes circumstances will require that an assignment be submitted late. In these instances, please communicate your situation to the professor in advance to obtain permission to submit an assignment late. As a general rule, assignments should be submitted on time. Late assignments in which a student has not been granted an extension will incur a grade deduction.
 
B. Plagiarism 

According to section 1.17.3 of the Student Handbook, “Plagiarism occurs in research whenever a writer appropriates material that falls outside the sphere of common knowledge and is from any source not his own without indicating his or her indebtedness to that source. The theft may have to do with substance (i.e., ideas or information taken from a source without acknowledgment in the form of proper documentation), or it may have to do with verbal expression (i.e., wording or phraseology taken from a source without acknowledgment in the form of proper documentation and quotation marks around the quoted material).”

C. Letter/Numerical Grade Scale

	
A+ 99-100
	
B+ 91-93
	
C+ 83-85
	
D+ 75-77
	
F 0-69

	
A 96-98
	
B 88-90
	
C 80-82
	
D  72-74
	

	
A- 94-95
	
B- 86-87
	
C- 78-79
	
D- 70-71
	

	
The grade of A means the assignment is exceptional. The work is extremely well done and little could have been done to improve it. 

	
The grade of B means the assignment is commendable. It is a solid piece of work, with all the aspects of the assignments covered effectively. 

	
The grade of C means the assignment is acceptable. It is adequate to fulfill the assignment, though it may not have been as complete, as well thought out, or as organized as it 

	
The grade of D means the work was of a minimal but passing quality.

	
The grade of F means the work is below master’s-level quality, because it was incomplete, missed the point of the assignment, or was superficial. 




D. Weighing of Course Requirements for Grading

	Assignment 

	MABC students taking the course for two (2) credit hours 

	All students taking the course for three (3) credit hours, including some MABC students 


	Reading Assignments 

	20%
	15%

	Attendance

	25%
	15%

	Written Assignments 

	-
	-

	          Assignment #1

	-
	15%

	          Assignment #2 

	-
	15%

	          Assignment #3

	40%
	15%

	          Assignment #4

	-
	15%

	Final Exam 

	15%
	10%

	Total 

	100%
	100%

	Total Course Hours 

	2 Credit Hours
	3 Credit Hours

	Total completion time 

	Approx. 56 hours
	Approx. 82 hours







VIII.   COURSE SCHEDULE

	No.
	Date
	Lecture Topic
	Assignments
	Reading Due Dates (MABC students)
	Reading Due Dates (non-MABC)

	1
	8/25
	Introduction to the Course and Psalms
	-
	
	

	2
	9/1
	Psalms

	-
	Psalm 1–50
	Psalm 1–50

	3
	9/8
	Psalms

	-
	Psalm 51–100
	Psalm 51–100

	4
	9/15
	Psalms
	Assignment #1
(non-MABC)
	Psalm 101–150
	Psalm 101–150

	5
	9/22
	Jonah

	-
	Jonah
	Jonah; And I will Praise Him

	6
	9/29
	Ruth
	Assignment #2
(non-MABC)
	Ruth
	Ruth

	7
	10/6
	Romans

	-
	-
	-

	8
	10/13
	Romans
	-
	-
	-


	9
	10/20
	Romans

	-
	-
	-

	10
	10/27
	Romans

	Assignment #3
(All Students)
	Romans
	Romans

	11
	11/3
	Ephesians

	-
	-
	-

	12
	11/10
	Ephesians
	-
	Ephesians

	Ephesians

	13

	11/17
	Reading Week

	[bookmark: _GoBack]14

	11/24
	Thanksgiving Break

	15
	12/1
	Philippians

	-
	-
	-

	16
	12/8
	Philippians
	Assignment #4
(non-MABC)
	Philippians
	Philippians; The Joy of Living

	17
	12/15
	Finals Week

	Final Exam
	-
	-



















